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The Committee did not favour the extension of this
certification to bunker coal. Apart from this question of
quality, the system of production needs rationalisation, and
cut-throat competition among colliery owners must be
killed. It is these factors that tend to place our coal at a
disadvantage in the international market. Buyers are not
so patriotic as to ascertain the nationality of the stuff
they get; as long as they get their money's worth and they
find it is cheap enough, they buy. Thus, if Indian coal
is to successfully compete, what is urgently called for is
rationalisation.
In para 47 of their report, the Coal Committee remark,
" On no point regarding the working of the railway did
the representatives of the coal trade who appeared before
us lay more stress than on the necessity for a more adequate
and more regular supply, that is, on a supply which would
approximate more nearly to the requirements of each
colliery and which would not vary so greatly from day to
day as it does at present.''22 The chief difficulty about
coal mining is that the labour employed is largely agri-
cultural and the demand for wagons reaches its highest
during the months of February to May which coincides
with the demand of general merchandise for transportation
facilities. For the rest of the year, business is slack and
the rolling stock lies idle. Since 1921, the pooling system
has been successfully worked whereby much of the difficulty
lias been met. Under this system, any railway can load
any wagon to any destination, except certain special
types of wagons, and in case it is in need of a further
complement of trucks, the Director of Wagon Exchange
would arramge for their supply by such railways as have
idle wagons on their hands. In this way, a better
distribution of wagons is made. None-the-less, there is
considerable shortage, and in certain quarters a suggestion
22   Vide para 47 of the Indian Coal Committee,
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